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FORMAL EDUCATION 
 
The University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 
1989 Ph.D. in Education with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction and concentrations on science and 
technology, program evaluation, and effective teaching. 
 
1983 Master of Arts in Teaching with a concentration in science and technology, statistics, and computing. 
 
1978 Bachelor of Science in Science Teaching with a concentration in chemistry. 
 
The Millfield School 
Street, Somerset, England 
1973-1974 Lived and studied at a preparatory school in southwest England. Completed studies and achieved honors 
on national Ordinary Level and Advanced Level examinations in physics, biology, and chemistry. 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

1. Valencia Community College 2000 - present 
President of one of the nation’s largest and most celebrated community colleges, Valencia is widely known 
for its academic excellence, Learning Centered Initiative, high rates of graduation, and outstanding services 
to business in Florida’s Orange and Osceola counties. The college serves over 58,000 credit students and 
more than 11,000 continuing professional education students annually, with a staff consisting of 1500 full-
time staff, including 400 faculty, and over 1,700 part-time faculty and staff. The college operates with an 
annual budget of $125 million. 

 
2. North Harris College 1991 - 1999 

President of a comprehensive community college located in the northern region of Houston, Texas. The 
college, the flagship institution in a district of four colleges, served some 11,000 credit students per 
semester and over 22,000 community education students per year. 

 
3. North Carolina Community College System 1983 - 1991 

Vice President for Program Services and chief academic officer of the community college system with 
responsibility for all academic, technical and vocational programs, New and Expanding Industry Programs, 
Small Business Assistance, JTPA, law enforcement training, fire and safety training, continuing education 
programs, adult literacy, staff development, federal vocational education funds, adult high school programs 
and policies effecting educational practice in the 58 constituent institutions of the system. Also responsible 
for liaison to the senior colleges and universities, UNC Board of Governors, State Board of Education, 
State Job Training Coordinating Council, and the various education committees of the N.C. General 
Assembly. 

 
4. North Carolina Board of Science and Technology 1982 - 1983 

Raleigh, North Carolina 
Research Associate and policy advisor in the Office of the Governor dealing with state policy and programs 
in higher education, science, technology, economic development, and innovation. 

 
5. University of North Carolina 1980 - 1983 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
Instructor to multiple sections of a large undergraduate education course for non- majors. Research 
assistant to Dr. Marvin Wynne, studying time and learning. Research associate, Quality Assurance 
Program. 

 
6. Cobb County Schools 1978 - 1980 

High school teacher responsible for teaching Introduction to Chemistry and Oceanography; co-chairman of 
science department; varsity track coach; recipient of outstanding teacher award. 
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RECENT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

American Council on Education, Commission on Leadership 2007 - present 

Executive Leadership Institute, League for Innovation, Faculty 2004 - present 

Council on Competitiveness 2000 - 2007 

International Chair Academy, Board of Directors 1996 - 2007 

Visiting Scholar, Oxford University, Wycliffe Hall 2007 - present 

Chairman, Florida Council of Presidents 2004 - 2005 

2005 - 2006 

 
RECENT PUBLIC SERVICE 

Central Florida Blood Bank 2001 - present 

Metro Orlando Economic Development Commission 2000 - present 

Greater Orlando Chamber of Commerce, Board of Governors 2000 - present 

Orlando Regional Healthcare System, Board of Directors 2003 - present 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

Start Right: Focus on the Front Door of the College, with Dr. Joyce Romano, New Directions for Community 
Colleges, 2009, Jossey-Bass. 
 
Adult Students: A Priority Revisited. The Presidency, Vol. 11, No. 1, Winter, 2008, pp 18-22. 
 
LifeMap: A Learning Centered System of Student Success, with Joyce Romano, Community College  
 
Journal of Research and Practice, Vol 30, No. 2, p141-143, February 2006. 
 
Aligning Student Affairs in a Learning-Centered College, in The Seventh Learning College Principle, Ed. Alicia 
Harvey-Smith, NASPA, 2005. 
 
The Recovery of Persons, Perspectives on the Community College, League for Innovation in the Community 
College Press, Spring, 2002. 
 
Love of Learning, Community College Journal of research and Practice, Vol. 26, No. 4, p 345-348, May 2002. 
 
Leadership in Transition, NCMPR Counsel, Vol. II 1998, pp.6-8. 
 
Citizenship Is Just The Beginning of the Journey, Houston Chronicle, p.39A, July 3, 1996. 
 
The New Agenda of Access, Community College Week, Vol. VIII, No.12, p. 4, January 15, 1996. 
 
Observations of a Transplanted Tarheel: A View from Texas, N.C. Association of Community College Trustees 
Review, Vol. 3, No. 2, pp. 4-5, April 1995. 
 
Leadership in Transition: Dancing with Shadows, with Jim Berry, Deborah Ellington, Kathy Fleming, Megan 
Franks, and Bill Richards, Leadership, Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 5-9, 1995. 
 
Subject Matter Competence and the Recruitment and Retention of Secondary Science Teachers, with Paul B. 
Hounshell, Journal of Research in Science Teaching, Vol. 32, No. 1, pp. 63-70, 1995. 
 
When Growth is a Difference in Kind Rather than Degree: Higher Education in Post War America, in  
Looking Through the Window of Sociology, L.I. Dodgen and A.M. Rapp, Eds., 1993, Kendall-Hunt. 
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Math is not a Four Letter Word, Video Series on Math Anxiety with Professor Herb Gross, EdNet, July 1990, 
Raleigh, N.C. 
 
The Humanities: From Broad Debate to Pragmatic Perspective, with David E. Daniel, AACJC Journal, April/May 
1989, pp. 26-29. 
 
Do We Link School Science with Local Community Resources?, with Charles E. Coble, 1983 National Science 
Teachers Association Yearbook, Science Teaching: A Profession Speaks, Faith K. Brown and David P. Butts, Eds., 
1983, NSTA, Washington, D.C. 
 
The Context of the Physical Science and Mathematics Teacher Shortage, The High School Journal, Vol. 66, No. 4, 
April/May 1983, pp. 245-251. 
 
Public Education and the Technological Challenge, Volume IV of New Challenges for a New Era, Final Report of 
the Governor’s Task Force on Science and Technology, 1983, Office of the Governor, N.C. Board of Science and 
Technology, Raleigh, N.C. 
	  


